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NOTES  FROM THE  DIRECTOR 
 

I hope this newsletter article finds all of you rebounding from a safe and joyful holiday season.  We extend a big 

òthank youó to all the coordinators who were instrumental in making our 5 th  Annual Christmas Tree Sale a huge 

success.  We were apprehensive about increasing the number of trees we ordered, going from 726 to 905.  We 

speculated that by opening a second lot at the parking lot of the Wal -Mart  Supercenter  on Tuttle we would be 

able to sell the increased order.  The guests at the Craig House under the supervision of Shelter Manager Doug 

Willis, Staff person Dave Nelson, and Bill Pinkerton were responsible for the Tuttle Road lot.  Ed Williams , once 

again, did a superb job of supervisi ng the traditional lot at the Wal -Mart on Bechtle Avenue.  The coordinators 

of the churches as always proved to be the lifeline of the network by providing a majority of the volunteers 

needed to operate the Bechtle Avenue site.  Success was the result of a ll these elements coming together to 

help us to continue to provide the services needed by those who are less fortunate in our community, the 

homeless.  You can view pictures of the tree sale on our website at www.theihn.com. 

 

Speaking of the website, we are constantly attempting to improve the site by posting various events and 

information for your benefit.  If there is anything that you feel would improve the website, email the information 

to scastle@theihn.com  and we will take it under consideration.  You can also forward information to us that you 

would like posted on the website for review.  We are all involved in carrying out Godõs Will, so by working 

together to strengthen the  network by any means only confirms our commitment.  Remember that you also have 

the ability to read the newsletter on the website.  

 

I have committed to making  our fundraisers better than  ever.  Our initial fundraiser will be the Soup and Salad 

Bar to be h eld on Friday, March 13, from 5 to 7 p.m.  Once again we will have six different soups.  Carol 

Weinbrecht and the lady volunteers of First Lutheran Church providing the support for this event.  The cost is 

the same as in the past . . . Adults: $7; Children  Ages 6-12: $3.50; and Children 5 and under can eat FREE!  You 

can either purchase tickets from the coordinator of your church, IHN Day Center, or pay at the door.  Please 

spread the  word to ensure this yearõs event is even more successful than ever before .  Anyone who needs flyers 

or tickets may call Susie at 325 -8154. 

 

We continue to make slow progress with the opening of the new menõs shelter.  We still have a long way to go, 

being faced with the same economy concerns as many others.  We do continue to h ave the faith that our pr ayers 

will be answered and that somehow , we will receive the needed funds to complete this much needed project.  

Anyone wanting to make an additional contribution in support of this new shelter , may do so by making the 

donation to IHN, designating the menõs shelter as the recipient. 

 

We are truly blessed by your continued support!  

 

Thanks and God Bless! 

 

Charlie  
 

http://www.theihn.com/
mailto:scastle@theihn.com
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1. Capital Improvements 

2. Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution of $ ________. 

3. Make a monthly pledge of $ _______. 

4. Make a quarterly pledge of $ _______. 

5. Get information on how my church can become involved. 

6. Become a volunteer. 

7. Arrange for a speaker to visit my church or group. 

 

KROGER CARD REWARD PROGRAM:  

Thanks to all of you who are currently participating in the 

Kroger Neighborhood Reward Program; and to those of you 

who have not yet taken advantage of this worthwhile 

endeavor, we encourage your participation.  A Kroger Gift 

Card may be purchased from IHN for $25.  This card 

entitles you to $25 worth of merchandise from any Kroger 

store.  O nce you have spent the initial $25 on your card, 

we ask that you please reload your card with any 

denomination up to a maximum of $200 at the service desk 

or before you check out for continued support of IHN.  

When our total reloads reach $5,000 or more, I HN 

receives a rebate check from Kroger for 4.00% of all our 

associated reloads.  In the past this has been a worthwhile 

source of income for IHN.  We appreciate your support!  

 

GUEST COMMENTS: 
 

òI would like to thank all the staff for everything they have done 

for me and my son.  Iõm so glad there is a place like this for 

families to go when they have nowhereó. 

 

òI loved all the help that was provided to my daughter and I (sic).  

Everyone was nice and treated us decentó. 

 

òThank you all very much for helping  me and my girlsó. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS: 
 

 SOUP AND SALAD BAR ð Friday, 

March 13, 2009 -Adults -  $7; Children Ages 6 -12-

$3.50; Children 5 and Under ð FREE ð First Lutheran 

Church, 30 South Wittenberg (Corner of Wittenberg and 

High Street)  
 

 

  GOLF MARATHON ð Monday, June 1, 2009 
-  Contact Charlie Bush for additional information . . .  

325 -8154 
 

 

 

     TEXAS ROADHOUSE/IHN NIGHT 2009 
SCHEDULE:  Mark your calendars for:  Tuesday, March 31; 

Tuesday, April 28; Tuesday, May 26; Tuesday, July 28; Tuesday, 

August 25; Tuesday, September 29; Tuesday, October  27; and 

Tuesday, November  24 



 
 

  

THE ADVOCATEõS CORNER 
      By Pat Kunce, Life Skills Advocate 
 
As many of you know, one focus of the Life Skills Advocate is to conduct classes that give shelter guests skills that they ne ed to help them 

make positive changes in their lives.  In 2008, 124 guests from The Craig House and Normõs Place participated in three required classes  (ò$ 

and Senseó, òHousing 101ó and òKnow Your Tenant Rightsó).  Five guests chose to learn some new coping skills by attending òStress 

Managementó.  Two people attended òTaking the Mystery Out of Credit Reportsó and learned about the negative and positive items that 

make up a personõs report, a little bit about how credit scores are determined and why they are important, ways to correct wrong 

information in a report, identity theft and how to avoid the pitfalls of òcredit repairó companies.   

 

One of the things that I found interesting when preparing my year -end reports was the fact that roughly 75% of the people taking classes 

were from the menõs shelter.  A large portion of Normõs Place guests canõt take classes because they have pre-school children and we have 

no child care available at present.  So, if any reader of this newsletter òfeels the calló to help out by providing child care, please call IHN 

and talk to Susie, our Voluntee r Coordinator.  She always knows my class schedule and will be happy to talk to you about volunteer times.  

 

Another piece of my job is to follow up with former guests for six months after they exit the shelter.  As a result of this p ractice, I was 

able to provide additional help to eight former guests ð either  by giving direct assistance or by connecting them with other agencies and/or 

individuals for services that were needed.  This count doesnõt include people who availed themselves of the shelter food pantry.   

 

Iõll not bore you with anymore statistics, but know that weõre off to a great start with classes in 2009.  Also, more people are coming to me 

for other types of help that arenõt provided by their case managers.  A couple of people have come for help in setting up budgets.  People 

have been asking me t o help them get credit reports and to give them advice about existing credit issues.    One guest has discovered that 

he is the victim of identity theft and is getting assistance with research and letter writing to start the correction process . 

 

One thing I know for sure ð if 2009 continues the way it began, this Life Skills Advocate will never have time to be bored.  

 

In the last newsletter, I printed a poem that one of our guests had written.  Iõd like to share another one of his poems with you now. 

 

Uplift Me 

I can see her standing in her own little corner  

Clothed in a light of black  

And it sounds to me like sheõs trying to speak 

But sheõs too far away to say something back. 

 

She looks so alone, is that what she wants?  

Maybe itõs just a look of fear 

Should it be me that breaks the ice?  

Wait!  I think she just shed a tear.  

 

I pray to God that sheõll look at me 

She hasnõt looked up in a while 

If only once sheõd raise her head 

I know I could make her smile.  

 

Itõs her heart thatõs speaking the words òUplift meó 

Which is why only I can hear it  

òThrough Jesus Christ, to the ears of God 

Nice to meet you, Iõm the Holy Spiritó. 

 

By the way, this manõs goal is to work with young people ð to talk to them about the mistakes he made when he was younger, the problems 

thos e mistakes caused him and what others can do to avoid those same mistakes.  If he continues his life with that attitude and i n the 

positive style of his poetry I think heõll make it to that goal. 

Thank you to Joyceõs Printing for donating their time & talent for our newsletter.  

 

 



 
 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: HYGIENE ROOM NEEDS: 

Soup and Crackers Paper Towels 

Peanut Butter / Jelly  Bathroom Tissue  

Spaghetti and Spaghetti Sauce  Diapers ð Sizes 3, 4, and 5  

Cans of Potatoes  Food Storage/Freezer Bags ð Gallon Size 

Peas, Carrots and Other Vegetables  Trash Bags and Large Kitchen Trash Bags  

Pasta and Rice Side Dishes Shampoo / Conditioner  

Cans of Meat and Meat Dishes  Deodorant for Men and Women  

Ramen Noodles Tylenol/Aspirin for Adults and Children  

Cereal Q-Tips 

Pancake Mix and Syrup   

Juices   

Bags of Soup Beans/Rice  CLEANING & LAUNDRY ITEMS 
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